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Why should children sing? Why should they serve?
1. Choir participation provides a meaningful connection to church and community. Church becomes more
than something they have to sit through. They are learning that they have value in this church. They are
learning how to give.
Every 2nd Sunday, the children are in the choir stand and they open up the service with 2 songs of praise
and then offer up a song of inspiration BEFORE going to their children’s service.
Members that “age out” and don’t want to leave, are given leadership positions in the choir such as,
instrument or uniform management.
The choir partners with Missions to provide cereal for the needy. With minimal rewards given to them,
they are encouraged to give as well as donate children’s clothing. This year they have a goal of 300
boxes.
The choir partners with the Lay Ministers and sings during a worship service at a nearby residential
senior community. This year we hope to have 2 visits.
2. Learning to sing music gives them a sense of accomplishment. They learn how to push pass their fears of
being in front of congregation and being a soloist.
All children are provided binders that contain their lyrics. This reinforces reading, stimulating intellectual
and creative development.
All children are given an opportunity to solo. The youngest has been 4.
All children are given hugs, high fives, handshakes and other signs of encouragement during and after each
practice and/or performance.

3. Singing and Serving is pleasing to God. They are also learning what is meant by the sacrifice of praise. They
are learning how to sing, pray and praise the Lord.
Children are taught the meanings behind the songs that they sing.
A child offers the closing prayer at the end of practice.
The children are learning how to serve God even when we don’t feel like it. They struggle, at times, coming
on Saturday mornings. We talk about that. They are learning how to push beyond their feelings and do
what’s right in the sight of God.

4. The Children’s Choir is fun and free! We don’t just sing and serve, we have fun!
The use of percussion instruments is a big part of the ministry. Children are encouraged to use them. The
children look forward to their musical ministry and serve with gladness.
We have group activities such as, holiday parties, birthday recognitions, movie events, painting party, and
weekly snacks.
Parents don’t have to pay anything to have their children participate. The choir depends upon donations to
provide these experiences for the children.
Practice is fun too. It’s a relaxed but focused learning environment. 2 Saturdays a month.

Things to Consider:
Parent Support: *We have a Parent Team that consists of:
Membership Coordinator
Activities Coordinator
Refreshment Coordinator
Uniform Coordinator
Music: *The use of REMIND and E-Mail, gives parents links to songs. They listen with their children at
home.
*Binder are given for the lyrics.
*YouTube provides songs sung by children’s choir such as, Voices of Friendship, Sunbeams Choir,
Mississippi Children’s Choir, Heavenly Voices Gospel Children’s Choir, Little Apples, West
Angeles Children’s Choir, and many more.
* I am available 30 min. prior to practice for soloist practice.
Drama Free: *No attendance taken, If you think you know the songs, you may sing!
Communication: *E-mail is used to communicate to parents and parents to me.
*A yearly calendar is printed and distributed to parents.
*A chart is posted to keep everyone aware of giving update.
Purpose: *Always reinforce why we do what we do and that is, to bring glory to our God and the
awareness of God to our children.

Proverbs 22:6 New King James Version (NKJV)
Train up a child in the way he should go,
And when he is old he will not depart from it.

Purpose
Dance as worship is a powerful way to plant seeds for true worship in children. Dance brings children
enjoyment and makes the Scriptures and God’s presence come to life for them. The Bible says that the
Father seeks worshippers who worship in Spirit and in Truth (John 4:23). The Father is looking for true
worshippers. When children use their bodies to worship the Lord, their hearts follow their movements.
When you teach them the importance of dancing with a heart of reverence and love for the Lord, it paves the
way for God to purify their motives, molding the children into those who worship in Spirit and in Truth.

Plan Ahead
Begin with individual prayer, then prayer circle giving thanks to God
Find songs and a scripture and/or Bible story as it relates to the song
Use age appropriate songs so they can have a better understanding of who God is
Emphasize that worship begins during rehearsal
Remain flexible – Let God have His way

Prepare the Heart
Understanding God is the Giver of the gift of dance
Movement through praise dance reinforces what the song teaches. This helps them to internalize
the message.
Find a quiet space to listen to the song
Have them share what the song means to them
Use tools, such as, various worksheets and roleplaying examples
Always provide scripture references
Provide a journal or folder to maintain all reference material

Dance for God
Allow them to see themselves as worship leaders
Encourage spiritual growth with weekly devotion participation
Have them imitate postures of worship as described or instructed in the Bible, such as, Bowing,
Praising, Lying Prostrate, Praying, etc.
Explain the scriptural significance of the garment colors and dance props
Remind them that they are chosen by God to use their gift to honor Him and bless others

RESOURCES
http://www.thepraisedancelife.com
http://worshipdanceministries.com
“Time to Dance” Weekly Devotional for Dancers by Alyssa Campbell

Thoughts for Children
Thoughts for Children is a dedicated time during Worship Service to share a Biblical lesson with children ages
2 to 12. The children are invited to come to the front of the church and sit at the altar. They are greeted by
the Thoughts for Children team member and engaged during storytelling. Short (3 to 5 minutes) and
impactful messages are delivered by a variety of persons. An emphasis is on ministering from your heart
rather than talking to or at the children.
Once the message is complete, there is a prayer for the children and they are escorted to either the Nursery
or Jesus Junction (a service for students in grades K-5).
The Thoughts for Children ministry members prepare for their service by:
Identifying a topic or key point
Praying to God for direction on the message
Outlining an original message or researching an existing message
Determining what visual aids are needed
Practicing and praying before it is their time to minister
Here are some resources for putting together short children’s messages using life application and science
topics.
For short appropriate video clips to teach on various life application and biblical topics:
https://www.wingclips.com/
For sermon topic ideas:
https://sermons4kids.com/
For simple kitchen science experiments:
https://www.thoughtco.com/kitchen-science-experiments-for-kids-604169

