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September 19, 2020 
 
Clergy and Lay Members 
Greater Detroit District 
The United Methodist Church 
 
Dear Friends: 
 
In the precious name of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, I welcome you to the 2020 Virtual Greater 
Detroit District Conference under the theme, “Connecting for the Next Revival!” I wish you a memorable 
time with your fellow United Methodists from across our great district.   
 
“Through many dangers, toils and snares, [we] have already come. ‘Tis grace hath brought [us] safe thus far, and grace 
will lead [us] home.” These words of the hymn, “Amazing Grace,” penned by John Newton in 1779, 
could have easily been written by us today. The scourge of the coronavirus, the ugly legacy of racism, 
the looming economic meltdown, the struggle for full inclusion in our Church, and many other social 
issues cry out for the peace that only God gives. Although these challenges remain, we can claim 
deliverance by God who has brought us to where we are and will lead us to where we ought to be. 
 
This year’s virtual district conference will be a plenary-only event, with a keynote address by Mark 
Doyal, workshops by Reverends David Nellist and Wayne Price, our annual business meeting, and a 
brief memorial prayer for families who have lost love ones due to coronavirus and the ongoing racial 
tension in the United States. Reports for the business session were emailed to you earlier this week 
and are on the district website. Please have them available to you as we meet today. 
 
Your district leadership has worked diligently to make this first-ever virtual district conference 
meaningful.  I trust you will extend your courtesies and affirmation for their service and do your part 
to help us Connect for the Next Revival! 
 
Welcome and remain confident that God is in charge and everything will be alright! 
 
With faith and commitment, 

 
Rev. Dr. Charles S. G. Boayue, Jr. 
District Superintendent 
  
 


